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This story is basically related to a real life incident. This is not the first time a woman
has been killed in the name of honour. It has been happening since ages. The idea
reflected to a culture of our society. I tried to put this "Karo kaari" culture in my story to

highlight this point.
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Brainstorming during the workshop and my personal experiences have played a
vital role in my write up. Had I not experienced the circumstances, I might not

have related to the topic much.
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The past and present situation of my city inspired me to write positive and

negative things that are going on in my city.
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Sayyara Nayyer Syed 4 el
Birmingham, UK
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The place you live in has a very big role to play in your life . Your family,
relatives, loved ones and the place you live in create that safe environment for
you to nourish and grow Y ou make friends, you do various activities to enjoy
what it has to offer for you. When you grow older you take part in shaping and
making it therefore it inspired me to write about the place I have been born and
brought up and reflect my feelings of those past memories.

Having lived in Birmingham for 50 years I have witnessed it change
tremendously over the years.

Having education in Birmingham and then working here gave me an
opportunity to serve the community of Birmingham in many ways.

Those positive experiences have shaped me as a result as much as I have played

apart in its development.
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I'am a big die hard patriot when it comes to my country or my city yet the Nature has

made the air flow in a different direction and circumstances are pushing me to move to

another country and city in a few months. Hence, as soon as this came to my notice,

knew this was for me and since I already had cluttered ideas in my mind. I was just

waiting for a reason to organize them.
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In the days of world as global village, still everyone connects ones home as a
place of comfort, security and growth. City is another home for everyone, and
when it’s snatched or departed people feel alone. My story is dealing with a

similar concept.
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I'was inspired to write this story by my thoughts and my daily routine of

travelling to university as a day scholar.

Travel towards Garden
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I was very inspired by the tag line of the project. Actually whenever I used to
travel outside my city, I always saw a gap between myself and other more
developed cities people. I always made myself comfortable to engage with
them, but [ experienced that people were not ready to accept me due to me
coming from a small city. This particular programme made me recall all the
beautiful memories and the working strategies for my city. This has actually
helped me in accepting that the small city of Jacobabad has taught me the moral
principles of mingling and accepting every single person coming from any

background.
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Lahore, Pakistan
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belong everywhere. We need to call this world OUR HOME. Our one big,

happy city!

Dil Kay Shehar
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I found this topic to be deceptively straightforward. Mere curiosity to delve into
its enriching layers made me drown into its complex web, and what I discovered
in the end was what makes me as a person. [ was able to identify "ME", in the
search for the place I can call home. Just like my physical self does not define
the whole Me; it cannot sum up my aspirations, longings and fears. Similarly, a
physical home is not entirely a HOME unless I connect with it on a deeper,
spiritual level. Both the physical and inner selves need to be in sync. with a
place to call it our own. One could live in a place for all their lives yet home
could be miles away. There are places, cities, communities etc. where you feel
connected, appreciated, respected, cherished and emancipated. Those are the
places that deserve to be called "Home". We all struggle to find those bases,
those homes. That is why the term "feel at home" makes total sense to me now.
Moreover, being a woman, why cannot this whole world be my home? Why
some places fill us with dread, fear and insecurity? What we seek is the feeling
ofbeing welcomed everywhere in this world. A woman does not deserve to feel
like a pariah on basis of colour, caste, language, faith, dress code etc. What I
wrote is an outrage at crimes against womanhood. It is a tirade against societal
oppression, judgement and hypocrisy. This is not solely about women in
Pakistan, Bangladesh or UK. This is about every woman wronged or oppressed.
This is about "Universal womanhood", because the geographical boundaries
divide us but our stories connect us. We share similar fears, dilemmas, struggles,

desires and inspirations. We are one. We belong here. This world is ours. We
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I'have always wanted to express my thoughts about my city so this was a great

opportunity
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My composition is inspired by the suffocation of the tribal culture, which I have

experienced myself.

Therefore when I gave thought to the term 'My City My Home', I started looking
upon my town where my self esteem was hurt many times and about the other

places where I got healed. I penned down what I went through.
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